RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER

Last Sunday, September 29" was the first Sunday for Religious Education classes for
Kindergarten thru Grade 5.

Father William gave a special blessing at the 10:30 Mass to all the catechists and we then
hurried over to the Auditorium to begin welcoming the expected students and parents.

The sun was shining. All the teachers and assistants were anxiously waiting to meet and greet
their students and their parents. After many months of preparation, they were ready. The
tables were set and decorated by wonderful volunteers who gave up their time to bring food,
deserts, coffee and juice for our guests.

Unlike the Bible story where the groom sent out invitations to all his friends and no one
showed up: Here’s what happened!

Our attendees slowly trickled in and enjoyed some yummy snacks, shared wonderful
fellowship, filled out the necessary forms and sent their children off to their first day of Sunday
School.

28 children were registered out of a parish of 250 families. 15 children came to the feast.
There’s always next week. A new beginning. Praise God.

GOD IS GOOD - ALL THE TIME - ALL THE TIME - INCREASE OUR FAITH.



RELIGIOUS ED CORNER

Fall is here. You can feel the coolness in the air. The leaves on the trees are
changing color. And, all the students in the religious education classes are full of
energy. Energy and youthful exuberance to learn more, play more, and be more.

This Sunday is the 4% Sunday of classes. The students have been learning the Our
Father, the Sign of the Cross and the Trinity.

They have been learning how God loves us. How He created the world, plants,
animals and people. What it means to love God and others; how He saves us.

Key words are : forgiveness, apostle, Abba, trust, soul, angels, tempted, eternal,
image and likeness of God, savior, reconcile, original sin, sin, free will, salvation,
bible and many, many more.

The Sacrament class learned the story of a couple of saints. The story of Adam and
Eve and the Ten Commandments. Who were God’s Chosen People and what is a
covenant? Do you know these answers? Ask your child and have a family
discussion on what they have learned. Reinforce!

As a parent, your role in the faith formation of your child is indispensable. It’s
almost impossible to provide a substitute. A child first learns about God through
his family, sharing bible stories and learning his fundamental prayers. Do you
remember saying “Angel of God, my guardian dear, to whom God’s love commits
me here, ever this day be at my side, to light and guard, to rule and guide”. Do
children still kneel beside their bed and pray their night prayers? Do you, as a
parent, listen to them?



ADULT EDUCATION
THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF CONFESSION
SIN — GUILT — FORGIVENESS — RECONCILIACION — MERCY - LOVE

This class isn’t for the weak hearted ... you have to be strong in your desire to meet Jesus halfway. You have
to face your guilt (that good old catholic guilt) and return back into a relationship with God.

Guilt isn’t a bad thing — something we should ignore or justify — but rather a wake-up call and a step toward
reconciliation with God.

The many ways we deal with guilt, including distraction and changing our thought process to justify it, can
keep us from acknowledging our sins and recognizing our need for God’s forgiveness.

And above all else, God is a loving and merciful Father who seeks us out when we have sinned to call us back
into relationship with Him.

In His letter to the Romans, St. Paul says that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans
3:23). Sin—and the resulting guilt—is a universal experience. Maybe we try to justify our sins and ignore the
guilt. Maybe the guilt becomes all consuming, and we can’t see a way out. But that guilt isn’t meant to be
ignored or to consume us. Guilt is a wake-up call, and God wants to use it to draw us mercifully back to
Himself.

Our encounter with God in the Sacrament of Reconciliation always begins with God seeking us. The guilt that
we experience when we sin is God’s merciful call to us, just as He called out to Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden: “Where are you?” (Genesis 3:9). God seeks us out when we have sinned, not to scold or punish us, but
to offer us His healing and His forgiveness. It’s certainly true that God is omnipotent and just, but before all
else He is our loving, merciful Father. If we understand this, then guilt is not something bad to be avoided or
ignored, or another wound in our already broken hearts; rather, it becomes a step toward reconciliation.

When we are confronted with feelings of guilt, we have an opportunity: Will we find ways to distract ourselves
and justify our behavior, or will we recognize God’s wake-up call and make the necessary changes in our lives?
God is walking in the garden of our lives, calling to each one of us: “Where are you?” Will you allow Him to
find you and heal you?

Contrition, which is sorrow for sin, is good because it means that we want to repent and be reconciled to God.
There are two types of contrition: (1) perfect, which means that we are sorry because we love God above all
else and are sorry that we have offended Him (see CCC 1452); and (2) imperfect, which means that we are
sorry because we fear the punishment for our sins (see CCC 1453).

The sin God can’t forgive is the one for which we won’t ask forgiveness.

This Sunday, TODAY, we will look more closely at God’s invitation to encounter His mercy and healing, in a
very real and tangible way in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Please join us at 11:45 until 12:45 each Sunday morning in the St. Michael’s room to explore this sacrament.



EDUCACION ADULT
EL PODER TRANSFORMADOR DE LA CONFESION
SIN — GUILT — FORGIVENESS — RECONCILIACION — MERCY — LOVE

Esta clase no es para los débiles ... tienes que ser fuerte en tu deseo de encontrar a Jesus a mitad de camino.
Tienes que enfrentar tu culpa (esa buenay vieja culpa catdlica) y volver a una relacion con Dios.

La culpa no es algo malo, algo que debemos ignorar o justificar, sino mds bien una llamada de atencién y un
paso hacia la reconciliacién con Dios.

Las muchas maneras en que libamos con la culpa, incluyendo la distraccidon y cambiar nuestro proceso de
pensamiento para justificarla, pueden impedirnos reconocer nuestros pecados y reconocer nuestra necesidad
de perddn de Dios.

Y por encima de todo, Dios es un Padre amoroso y misericordioso que nos busca cuando hemos pecado para
llamarnos de nuevo a la relacion con El.

En su carta a los romanos, San Pablo dice que "todos han pecado y se quedan cortos de la gloria de Dios"
(Romanos 3:23). El pecado —y la culpa resultante— es una experiencia universal. Tal vez tratemos de justificar
nuestros pecados e ignoremos la culpa. Tal vez la culpa se vuelve todo consumiendo, y no podemos ver una
salida. Pero esa culpa no estd destinada a ser ignorada o a consumirnos. La culpa es una llamada de atencion,
y Dios quiere usarla para atraernos misericordiosamente hacia si mismo.

Nuestro encuentro con Dios en el Sacramento de la Reconciliacion siempre comienza con Dios buscandonos.
La culpa que experimentamos cuando pecado es la lamada misericordiosa de Dios a nosotros, tal como él nos
llamé a Adén y Eva en el Jardin del Edén: "éDdénde estds?" (Génesis 3:9). Dios nos busca cuando hemos
pecado, no para regafiarnos o castigarnos, sino para ofrecernos su sanacion y su perddn. Es cierto que Dios es
omnipotente y justo, pero antes que todo es nuestro Padre amoroso y misericordioso. Si entendemos esto,
entonces la culpa no es algo malo que se evite o ignore, u otra herida en nuestros corazones ya rotos; mas
bien, se convierte en un paso hacia la reconciliacién.

Cuando nos enfrentamos a sentimientos de culpa, tenemos una oportunidad: ¢Encontraremos maneras de
distraernos vy justificar nuestro comportamiento, o reconoceremos la llamada de atencién de Dios y haremos
los cambios necesarios en nuestra vida? Dios esta caminando en el jardin de nuestras vidas, llamando a cada
uno de nosotros: "éDonde estds?" ¢ Permitirds que te encuentre y te cure?

La contricidon, que es pesar por el pecado, es buena porque significa que queremos arrepentirnos y
reconciliarnos con Dios. Hay dos tipos de contricidn: (1) perfecto, lo que significa que lo sentimos porque
amamos a Dios por encima de todo y lamentamos que lo hayamos ofendido (véase CCC 1452); y (2)
imperfecto, lo que significa que lo sentimos porque tememos el castigo por nuestros pecados (véase CCC
1453).

El dnico pecado que Dios no puede perdonar es aquel por el cual no pediremos perdén.

Este domingo, HOY, miraremos mas de cerca la invitacion de Dios a encontrar Su misericordia y su sanacién,
de una manera muy real y tangible en el Sacramento de la Reconciliacién.

Por favor, Unase a nosotros a las 11:45 hasta las 12:45 cada domingo por la manana en la habitacion de San
Miguel para explorar este sacramento.



ADULT EDUCATION
THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF CONFESSION
AN ENCOUNTER WITH MERCY

The heavy burden of guilt often leads us to feel that our mistakes define us — that we are not merely sinners
but that we are our sins. But this is not how God sees us. Pope St. John Paul Il said, “We are not the sum of
our weaknesses and failures; we are the sum of the Father’s love for us and our real capacity to become the
image of His Son”. God knows our sins, and He loves us anyway. And because of His great love for us, He
continually invites us to repent and turn again to Him.

Sin always damages out relationships with God and with others, and depending on the gravity of the sin, it
may rupture these relationships. This is why we need God’s healing grace: because it heals those broken or
damaged relationships. He calls us to the Sacrament of Reconciliation not only to forgive us and wash away
our sins, but also to heal our wounds and the root causes of our sins. He does this by His own power and
authority, but He wills us to do so through the mediation of the priest, another human being — so that we can
encounter God’s love and mercy in a very real, tangible way. Jesus gave the Apostles His own authority and
power to forgive sin. It is Christ Himself whom we encounter in the Sacrament of Reconciliation — the priest is
acting in the Person of Christ the Head (in persona Christi capitis) and forgiveness comes from the power and
authority of Jesus.

It is important to remember that Confession is not just a place to get our
slates wiped clean. It is a powerful encounter with Jesus Christ in which He
pours His healing love into our hearts. It is an encounter with Mercy Himself.
God is consistently patient and merciful with His people. We can have
complete confidence in God’s merciful love and in the reality of his
forgiveness. God doesn’t just ignore our sins — He completely wipes them
away. There is no limit to His forgiveness and mercy.

]
Remember the story of the woman who had been caught in adultery? (John 8:2-11). This story presents us

with a beautiful image of the mercy and grace offered to us in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Have you ever
felt like this woman; caught in your sins, accused by others, condemning yourself for mistakes you’ve made?

Jesus rescued this woman in two ways. He forgave rather than condemned her, but He also silenced her
accusers. The forgiveness we receive in Confession reconciles us with God, but it also means there is no
longer anything for the accuser, Satan, to hold over us. It also means that we no longer need to accuse
ourselves for our sins. They are washed away, and we are free. In place of our guilt God gives us His healing
grace. Mercy makes us free to love.

God offers us His mercy so that we, in turn, can offer His mercy to a world desperately in need. Take a few
moments to prayerfully reflect on the ways God has shown you His mercy. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you
one person to whom you can extend God’s mercy. This may be someone who has wronged you, someone
who needs to hear the message of God’s mercy, someone in need of a kind, encouraging word. What
concrete thing can you do to share God’s mercy with this person?

God, in His wisdom and mercy, has given us a beautiful gift in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. He desires to
truly heal us as well as cleanse us of our sins in Confession. Today, Sunday, we will look more closely at the
Rite of Penance and how we can prepare ourselves to receive it. Please join us at 11:45 until 12:45 each
Sunday morning in the St. Michael’s room to explore this sacrament.



EDUCACION ADULT
EL PODER TRANSFORMADOR DE LA CONFESION
UN ENCUENTRO CON MISERICORDIA
La pesada carga de culpabilidad a menudo nos lleva a sentir que nuestros errores nos definen — que no somos
simplemente pecadores, sino que somos nuestros pecados. Pero asi no es como Dios nos ve. El Papa San Juan
Pablo Il dijo: "No somos la suma de nuestras debilidades y fracasos; somos la suma del amor del Padre por
nosotros y nuestra capacidad real de convertirnos en la imagen de Su Hijo". Dios conoce nuestros pecados, y
nos ama de todos modos. Y debido a Su gran amor por nosotros, continuamente nos invita a arrepentirnos y
volvernos de nuevo a El.
El pecado siempre dafia las relaciones con Dios y con los demds, y dependiendo de la gravedad del pecado,
puede romper estas relaciones. Por eso necesitamos la gracia sanadora de Dios: porgue sana esas relaciones
rotas o dafiadas. Nos llama al Sacramento de la Reconciliacién no sélo para perdonarnos y lavar nuestros
pecados, sino también para sanar nuestras heridas y las causas profundas de nuestros pecados. Lo hace por
Su propio poder y autoridad, pero quiere hacerlo a través de la mediacion del sacerdote, de otro ser humano,
para que podamos encontrar el amor y la misericordia de Dios de una manera muy real y tangible. Jesus dio a
los apdstoles Su propia autoridad y poder para perdonar el pecado. Es Cristo mismo a quien encontramos en
el Sacramento de la Reconciliacion — el sacerdote estd actuando en la Persona de Cristo Canola (in persona
Christi capitis) y el perddn proviene del poder y la autoridad de Jesus.
Es importante recordar que la Confesién no es sélo un lugar para limpiar nuestras
faltas. Es un encuentro poderoso con Jesucristo en el que derrama Su amor
sanador en nuestros corazones. Es un encuentro con la Misericordia Misma. Dios
es constantemente paciente y misericordioso con Su pueblo. Podemos tener
plena confianza en el amor misericordioso de Dios y en la realidad de su perddn.
Dios no sélo ignora nuestros pecados — Los borra por completo. No hay limite
para Su perdén y misericordia.
¢Recuerdas la historia de la mujer que habia sido sorprendida en adulterio? (Juan 8:2-11). Esta historia nos
presenta una hermosa imagen de la misericordia y la gracia que se tos ofrece en el Sacramento de Ia
Reconciliacion. ¢Alguna vez te has sentido como esta mujer; atrapado en sus pecados, acusado por otros,
condenandose a si mismo por los errores que ha cometido?
Jesus rescatd a esta mujer de dos maneras. La perdond en lugar de condenarla, pero también silencié a sus
acusadores. El perddn que recibimos en la Confesidn nos reconcilia con Dios, pero también significa que ya no
hay nada para que el acusador, Satanas, este sobre nosotros. También significa que ya no necesitamos
acusarnos a nosotros mismos por nuestros pecados. Ellos son lavados, y nosotros somos libres. En lugar de
nuestra culpa Dios nos da Su gracia sanadora. La misericordia nos hace libres para amar.
Dios nos ofrece Su misericordia para que nosotros, a su vez, podamos ofrecer Su misericordia a un mundo
desesperadamente necesitado. TOmese unos momentos para reflexionar con espiritu de oracién sobre las
maneras en que Dios les ha mostrado Su misericordia. Pida al Espiritu Santo que le muestre a una persona a la
gue puede extender la misericordia de Dios. Puede ser alguien que te ha hecho dafiio, alguien que necesita
escuchar el mensaje de la misericordia de Dios, alguien que necesita una palabra amable y alentadora. ¢Qué
cosa concreta puedes hacer para compartir la misericordia de Dios con esta persona? Dios, en Su sabiduria y
misericordia, nos ha dado un hermoso don en el Sacramento de la Reconciliacion. El desea sanarnos
arderamente, asi como limpiarnos de nuestros pecados en la Confesion. Hoy, domingo, examinaremos mas
detenidamente el Rito de penitencia y como podemos prepararnos para recibirlo. Por favor, Unase a nosotros
de 11:45 a 12:45 cada domingo por la mafiana en la habitacién de San Miguel para explorar este sacramento.




EDUCACION PARA ADULTOS
EL PODER TRANSFORMADOR DE LA CONFESION
EL RITO EXPLICADO

No es facil admitir cuando hemos hecho algo malo, o no hemos hecho algo bien. Pero cuando aprendemos a
confiar en la misericordia de Dios, no tenemos que tener miedo de enfrentar nuestros pecados. Esa misericordia
nos esta presente de una manera muy real en el confesionario a través del ministerio del sacerdote, en persona
Christi capitis. El amor misericordioso de Dios da forma a cada palabra y accién de la Santa Cena, y cuando nos
preparemos para ello con honestidad y oracidn, estaremos abiertos a recibir la plenitud de Su gracia.

El Dios que nos cred sabe exactamente lo que necesitamos, y en Su sabiduria y misericordia nos ha dado un
hermoso don en el Sacramento de la Reconciliacién. Encontramos tanto una experiencia humana de dolor y
perdén como un verdadero encuentro divino y la realidad espiritual de la gracia y la sanacién en el Rito de la
Penitencia. Sibien el aspecto humano de esto a menudo nos hace sentir incémodos, los sacerdotes sienten que es
una alegria y un privilegio dar la bienvenida a las personas de vuelta a los brazos amorosos de Nuestro Padre y
presenciar este encuentro intimo de perddn y sanacién. No vas a sorprender al sacerdote con tu pecado. No es
nada nuevo bajo el sol. Lo ha oido todo antes y mucho mds. Muchos sacerdotes olvidan todo lo que oyen en la
confesion.

El Rito de Penitencia incluye el Signo de la Cruz, que indica cuanto tiempo
desde su ultima confesidon, enumerando sus pecados, recibiendo su
penitencia, haciendo un Acto de Contricidn y recibiendo la absolucién.

El misterio pascual de Cristo se hace misticamente presente a nosotros a
través de un acto liturgico. Es el acto de bendicion de Dios, que nos da
verdaderas gracias que nos sanan y nos permiten crecer en la vida
cristiana. No es sdlo una experiencia humana de perdén. La realidad
sacramental va mucho mas alla de esto porque aplica los frutos de la Pasién y resurreccién de Cristo directamente
a nuestra propia vida. Cada paso del Rito habla a la realidad de la presencia de Dios y al poder de Su misericordia
en la Santa Cena. Por eso es tan importante prepararse para la Santa Cena. Para estar plenamente abiertos a la
gracia que Dios nos ofrece, debemos examinar cuidadosamente nuestra vida y acercarnos a El con humildad y
confianza. Un examen de conciencia es una reflexion orante sobre nuestra vida, buscando pecados que
podriamos haber cometido en nuestros pensamientos, palabras, acciones o inacciones. Algunas heridas, los
pecados mortales, son mas profundas que otras. Debido a que el pecado mortal destruye la vida de gracia en el
alma y rompe nuestra relacién con Dios, necesitamos que el sacerdote de Dios nos absuelva formalmente en el

Sacramento de la Reconciliacién cuando hayamos cometido un pecado mortal.

Hay diferentes tipos de examen de conciencia — algunos estan estructurados en torno a los Diez Mandamientos;
algunos se basan en los siete pecados capitales (o mortales). Una manera sencilla de comenzar a buscar el pecado
es mirar nuestros pensamientos, palabras, acciones e inaccidn a través del lente de los dos mandamientos mas
grandes: "El primero es: 'Escucha, oh Israel: El Sefior nuestro Dios, el Sefor es uno; y amaréis al Sefior tu Dios con
todo tu corazon, y con toda tu alma, y con toda tu mente, y con toda tu fuerza.' La segunda es esta: 'Amaras a tu
préjimo como a ti mismo" (Marcos 12:29-31). Tdmese un tiempo en oracion tranquila para reflexionar sobre esos
versiculos. Comience pidiendo al Espiritu Santo que le ayude a hacer este examen de conciencia.

El espiritu de verdad me guia mientras examino mi vida. Dame la sabiduria para ver todos mis pensamientos,
palabras, acciones e inacciones como tu. Dame el valor de reconocer mis pecados. Dame la humildad y la fuerza
para confesar mis pecados. Y dame la gracia de confiar de todo corazon en tu misericordia y perddn. Dios, confio
en ti. Amén.


http://www.internetmonk.com/archive/mpt-posts-on-church-discipline
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

ADULT EDUCATION
THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF CONFESSION
THE RITE EXPLAINED

It's not easy to admit when we've done something wrong, or we haven't done something right. But when we learn
to trust in God's mercy, we don't have to be afraid to face our sins. This mercy is present to us in a very real way in
the confessional through the ministry of the priest, in person Christi capitis. God's merciful love shapes every word
and action of the sacrament, and when we prepare for it with honesty and prayer, we will be open to receiving the
fulness of His grace.

The God who created us knows exactly what we need, and in His wisdom and mercy He has given us a beautiful gift
in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We find both a human experience of pain and forgiveness and a true divine
encounter and the spiritual reality of grace and healing in the Rite of Penance. While the human aspect of this
often makes us uncomfortable, priests feel it is a joy and a privilege to welcome people back into the loving arms of
Our Father and witness this intimate encounter of forgiveness and healing. You're not going to surprise the priest
with your sin. It's nothing new under the sun. You've heard it all before and much more. Many priests forget
everything they hear in confession.

The Rite of Penance includes the Sign of the Cross, which indicates how
long since his last confession, listing his sins, receiving his penance,
making an Act of Contrition, and receiving absolution.

The Paschal Mystery of Christ becomes mystically present to us through a
liturgical act. Itis God's act of blessing, which gives us true graces that
heal us and allow us to grow in the Christian life. It's not just a human
experience of forgiveness. Sacramental reality goes far beyond this
because it applies the fruits of Christ's Passion and Resurrection directly to our own lives. Each step of the Rite
speaks to the reality of God's presence and the power of His mercy in the sacrament. That's why it's so important
to prepare for the sacrament. To be fully open to the grace that God offers us, we must carefully examine our lives
and approach Him with humility and trust. An examination of conscience is a praying reflection on our lives,
looking for sins that we might have committed in our thoughts, words, actions, or inactions. Some wounds,

mortal sins, are deeper than others. Because mortal sin destroys the life of grace in our souls and breaks our
relationship with God, we need God's priest to formally absolve us in the Sacrament of Reconciliation when we
have committed a mortal sin.

There are different types of examination of conscience — some are structured around the Ten Commandments;
some are based on the seven deadly (or mortal) sins. A simple way to begin seeking sin is to look at our thoughts,
words, actions, and inaction through the lens of the two greatest commandments: "The first is: 'Listen, O Israel:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one; and ye shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind, and with all thy might.' The second is this: 'Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself'

(Mark 12:29-31). Take some time in quiet prayer to reflect on these verses. Begin by asking the Holy Ghost to help
you do this conscientious examination.

The spirit of truth guides me as | examine my life. Give me the wisdom to see all my thoughts, words, actions, and
inactions like you. Give me the courage to recognize my sins. Give me the humility and the strength to confess my
sins. And give me the grace to trust with all my heart in your mercy and forgiveness. God, | trust you. Amen.


http://www.internetmonk.com/archive/mpt-posts-on-church-discipline
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

RELIGIOUS ED CORNER

It’s interesting to see the parallel between what the children’s Religious Education classes and the Adult classes are
learning.

The third-grade students are learning what it means to follow Jesus; obeying the commandments and loving God
above all things. They are reading the Bible story of the rich man who asked Jesus “Good teacher, what must | do
to inherit eternal life?” (Mark10:17-23) And, what was Jesus’s reply? “You know the Commandments: You shall not
kill; you shall not commit adultery; you shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; you shall not defraud; honor
your father and your mother.” Do you recall what the rich man said? “Teacher, all of these | have observed since
my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him, “You are lacking in one thing. Go, sell what you have,
and give to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” At that statement his face fell,
and he went away sad, for he had many possessions.

In the 4™ and 5% grades they are learning about God’s unfailing care for us through the Ten Commandments and

the Beatitudes. They just took a test last Sunday which covered questions on the Holy Trinity, Creation, Salvation,
Ordinary Time, the Old Testament and the Beatitudes. Can you answer this question? The Beatitudes are part of

a) the Ten Commandments, b) the Old Testament, c) Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, d) the Book of Exodus.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is foremost on the minds of those students receiving their First Communion this
year. They are not only learning about the Sacraments, but they are also defining the steps of Reconciliation,
learning what the Act of Contrition really means, Transubstantiation and in persona Christi! They are learning that
it’s not easy to admit that we are wrong. And, even though God already knows our sins before we confess, it can be
difficult to say them out loud — especially in front of a priest. But we must remember that although the priest is
present, our conversation is really with God.

I've left the Kindergarten and 1t grade until now. They are all so endearing and innocent. They are eager to learn
and are full of questions. They are learning about Adam and Eve and the saints. In the upcoming weeks they will
concentrate on the meaning of Advent and what happened at Christmas besides a visit from Santa. In the
upcoming months they will focus on the Holy Family and the visit of the magi.

If you have been following along with the Adult Education information each week, you know that they have been
digging deep into the Sacrament of Reconciliation. “The Wake-up Call” just as Jesus called out to Adam and Eve in
the Garden of Eden: “Where are you?” (Genesis 3:8-9) It is important to remember that Confession is not just a
place to get our slates wiped clean. It is a powerful encounter with Jesus Christ in which He pours His healing love
into our hearts. It's an encounter with Mercy Himself. It is Christ Himself whom we encounter in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation — the priest is acting in the Person of Christ, in persona Christi, and forgiveness comes from the
power and authority of Jesus. We prepare for Confession by an examination of conscience which is based on the
Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes.

Adam and Eve sinned, and God showed them mercy. This pattern is repeated
throughout Scripture. Look at the story of King David (2 Samuel 12). He was
greatly blessed and favored by God. But he commits adultery and then murder
to cover it up. When Nathan, the prophet, came to him after his affair with
Bathsheba, (Psalm 51) David admits his sin and repents. He has courage to
confess because he has hope in God’s mercy.

The Eight key attributes of God which can be found in both Exodus 34:6-7 and
Joel 2: v3, state that God is merciful, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in
steadfast love, faithfulness, forgiving iniquity and transgressions and sins. Yet,
not declaring the guilty guiltless. He does not clear the guilty (those who do
not ask for forgiveness).




RELIGIOUS ED CORNER

Es interesante ver el paralelismo entre las clases de Educaciéon Religiosa infantil y las clases de Adultos estan
aprendiendo.

Los estudiantes de tercer grado estan aprendiendo lo que significa seguir a Jesus; obedecer los mandamientos y amar a
Dios por encima de todas las cosas. Estan leyendo la historia biblica del Hombre Rico que le pregunté a Jesus: "Buen
maestro, ¢qué debo hacer para heredar la vida eterna?" (Marcos10:17-23) Y, écudl fue la respuesta de Jesus? "Conoces
los mandamientos: No mataras; no cometeras adulterio; no robaras; no daras falso testimonio; no defraudaran; honrar
a tu padre y a tu madre. ¢ Recuerdas lo que dijo el hombre rico? "Maestro, todo esto lo he observado desde mi
juventud." Jesus, mirandolo, lo amd y le dijo: "Te falta una cosa. Ve, vende lo que tienes, y daselo a los pobres y tendras
un tesoro en el cielo; luego ven, sigueme." En esa declaracion su rostro cayd, y se fue triste, porque tenia muchas
posesiones.

En los grados cuarto y quinto, estdn aprendiendo acerca del cuidado inquebrantable de Dios por nosotros a través de los
Diez Mandamientos y las Bienaventuranzas. Acaban de tomar una prueba el domingo pasado que cubrié preguntas
sobre la Santisima Trinidad, la Creacién, la Salvacién, el Tiempo Ordinario, el Antiguo Testamento y las
Bienaventuranzas. ¢ Puedes responder a esta pregunta? Las Bienaventuranzas son parte de a) los Diez Mandamientos,
b) el Antiguo Testamento, c) Sermdn de Jesus en el Monte, d) el Libro del éxodo.

El Sacramento de la Reconciliacion esta ante todo en la mente de aquellos estudiantes que recibieron su Primera
Comuniodn este afio. No solo estan aprendiendo acerca de los Sacramentos, sino que también estan definiendo los pasos
de la Reconciliaciéon, aprendiendo lo que el Acto de Contricidn realmente significa, Transubstanciacion y en persona
Christi! Estan aprendiendo que no es facil admitir que estamos equivocados. Y, aunque Dios ya conoce nuestros
pecados antes de confesarlos, puede ser dificil decirlo en voz alta, especialmente delante de un sacerdote. Pero
debemos recordar que aunque el sacerdote esta presente, nuestra conversacion es realmente con Dios.

No he hablado del jardin de nifios y primer grado hasta ahora. Todos son tan adorables e inocentes. Estan ansiosos por
aprender y estan llenos de preguntas. Estdn aprendiendo acerca de Addn, Eva y los santos. En las préximas semanas se
concentraran en el significado del Adviento y lo que sucedid en Navidad ademas de una visita de Santa. En los proximos
meses se centraran en la Sagrada Familia y en la visita de los reyes magos.

Si usted ha estado siguiendo junto con la informacidn de Educacidn para Adultos cada semana, usted sabe que han
estado profundizando en el Sacramento de la Reconciliacién. "La llamada de atencidén" tal como Jesus llamé a Adany
Eva en el Jardin del Edén: "¢ Ddnde estas?" (Génesis 3:8-9) Es importante recordar que la Confesion no es sélo un lugar
para limpiar nuestras faltas. Es un encuentro poderoso con Jesucristo en el que derrama Su amor sanador en nuestros
corazones. Es un encuentro de misericordia con Dios mismo. Es Cristo mismo a quien encontramos en el Sacramento
de la Reconciliacion — el sacerdote estd actuando en la Persona de Cristo, en persona Christi, y el perddn proviene del
poder y la autoridad de Jesds. Nos preparamos para la Confesion mediante un examen de conciencia que se basa en los
Diez Mandamientos y las Bienaventuranzas.

Adan y Eva pecaron, y Dios les mostré misericordia. Este modelo se repite a lo
largo de las Escrituras. Mira la historia del rey David (2 Samuel 12). Fue muy
bendecido y favorecido por Dios. Pero comete adulterio y luego asesina para
encubrirlo. Cuando Nathan, el profeta, vino a él después de su romance con
Betsabé, (Salmos 51) David admite su pecado y se arrepiente. Tiene valor para
confesar porque tiene esperanza en la misericordia de Dios.

Los Ocho atributos clave de Dios que se pueden encontrar tanto en éxodo 34:6-7
como en Joel 2: v3, afirman que Dios es misericordioso, lento a la ira, abundante
en el amor firme, la fidelidad, la iniquidad indulgente y las transgresiones y los
pecados. Sin embargo, no declarar las culpas. No limpia a los culpables (aquellos
que no piden perddn).




